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Spring Back
A Global Game-Changer for Arid Lands and the
Climate

Organic Farming is Carbon Farming

Rob Verkerk writes in the Defender: Forty percent of the Earth’s
land area is arid or semi-arid, much of it degraded and very
challenging to farm. Increasing amounts are turning to desert.
This land supports one-third of the human population of our
planet and the majority experience extreme poverty.
Agroforestry systems are widely seen to be key to regenerating
this land and capturing carbon from the atmosphere.
Could the vast agricultural waste from the [hundreds of millions
of] agave plants processed annually by the Mexican tequila [and
mescal] industry point to a viable solution for people, livestock
and the planet?
Watch more: https://orgcns.org/BillionAgaveInterview

IFOAM (International Federation of Organic Agriculture
Movements) Europe writes: "IFOAM Organics Europe has
urged the need for a holistic and multi-dimensional approach to
carbon farming, focusing not only on the amount of carbon
stored in soils, but also on biodiversity protection and the
systemic transition of farming systems towards agroecology.
Jan Plagge, IFOAM Organics Europe president, said: 'Practices
that are common in organic farming are already contributing to
higher soil carbon stocks on organic farms, while providing
benefits for soil health, water quality and biodiversity protection.
Organic farming should therefore be recognised as a carbon
farming practice.'"
Read more: https://orgcns.org/3yhl1hE

U.S. Farmland Falling Under Foreign Ownership

Public Losing Faith in the CDC

Civil Eats reports: “Foreign investment in U.S. cropland has
nearly tripled in the past decade, according to U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) data. The total cropland controlled by
foreign interests in 2020 was 10.9 million acres, up from 4.1
million acres in 2010… Foreign investors own more than just
cropland. Overall, they own or lease nearly 37.6 million acres of
agricultural land, including forests and pastures. That is an area
slightly larger than the state of Illinois and makes up 2.9 percent
of all privately held agricultural land in the U.S. This is up from
a total of 24.2 million acres in 2010, according to the USDA.”
Read more: https://orgcns.org/3kIUVMl

40% of the Earth’s Land Has Been Degraded by
Humans
Eco-Watch reports: “Human activity has degraded as much as
40 percent of the world’s land, impacting half of the people on
Earth and putting about half of global gross domestic product at
risk.
That’s the stark finding of the Global Land Outlook 2, a new
report from the UN’s Council to Combat Desertification
(UNCCD). With more than 1,000 references and the support of
21 partner organizations, the publication is the most
comprehensive assessment to date of the state of the world’s
land, and it offers both a dire warning and promising solutions…
In a world of profligate consumerism, global supply chains, and
a growing population, land resources – our soil, water, and
biodiversity – are rapidly being depleted. As a finite resource and
our most valuable natural asset, we can no longer afford to take
land for granted. We must move to a crisis footing to address the
challenge and make land the focus,” UNCCD Executive
Secretary Ibrahim Thiaw wrote in a foreword to the new report.”
Read more: https://orgcns.org/3kPpIXH

Carolyn Hendler reports: “Since the start of the pandemic, the
public’s trust in U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) has waned. It is now widely accepted that the agency has
lost a significant amount of credibility. An NBC News poll
conducted in January 2022 showed that only 44 percent of
Americans trust the CDC while 43 percent do not trust the
agency. Another poll by Pew Research conducted in February
showed that 60 percent of Americans were confused by the
CDC’s changing guidelines for COVID-19…This is in clear
contrast to public opinion prior to the coronavirus pandemic
when a 2019 poll showed that more than 80 percent of
Americans viewed the CDC favorably.”
.Read more: https://orgcns.org/3LSgVAu

Virologists Oppose Restrictions on Their Reckless
Weaponization of Viruses
Emily Kopp writes for US Right to Know: “Virologists pushed
back on the possibility of tighter regulation of viruses tweaked in
the lab to be more lethal at a public meeting Wednesday.
An enhanced pandemic potential pathogen is a virus or microbe
that has gained increased transmissibility — capacity to spread
from person to person and reverberate throughout a population
— or virulence — capacity to cause serious disease.
Experiments that are reasonably anticipated to generate deadlier
pathogens are supposed to receive heightened oversight from the
Department of Health and Human Services under what is
nicknamed the HHS ‘P3CO,’ short for the pandemic potential
pathogen committee.
Though established just a few years ago, critics say the
committee’s work is hidden from public view, suffers from
glaring loopholes and needs a reboot. Work that contributes to
vaccine development or results from viral surveillance efforts in
nature is exempted from this extra layer of review, for example.”
Read more: https://orgcns.org/3OYW0xq
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