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Fake Solutions
It’s not healthy. It’s not safe. And it sure as heck won’t solve the climate crisis.
This week, OCA’s Ronnie Cummins weighs in on the “Impossible
Burger,” a “meatlike” concoction made from a highly-processed mix
of soy, wheat, coconut oil, potatoes and genetically engineered yeast.
Touted by the techno-food industry as the solution for everything,
the impossibly fake burger turns out to be a fake solution.
In his essay of the week, Ronnie writes:
Although I share the same disgust and hatred of factory farms and
CAFO meat as my vegan and vegetarian brothers and sisters, I am
nonetheless disturbed to see a growing number of vegan activists, Silicon Valley tycoons, genetic engineering cheerleaders and even some
well-meaning climate activists coming together to promote fake
meat products, such as the “Impossible Burger,” as a healthy and climate-friendly alternative to beef. Even worse are the growing number
of vegans, climate activists and high-tech/GMO enthusiasts who claim
that abolishing livestock and animal husbandry altogether will solve
our health, environmental and climate crises.
Ronnie also writes about the “even more bizarre, elitist and uninformed” trend of calling for the elimination of the planet’s 70 billion
livestock as a major solution to the climate crisis:
These “no livestock” fundamentalists basically ignore the fact that
over a billion people, especially in the developing world, rely upon,
for their food and survival, raising livestock on the billions of acres
of pasture and rangeland that are simply not suitable for raising crops,
but which can and do support properly grazed livestock.
“Properly grazed” are the operative words here. And regenerative agriculture, not fake meat, is the best way to feed the world and cool the
planet.

Wrong Choice
The Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) is an agency that operates under the USDA. Its mission statement is: Protecting the public’s health by ensuring the safety of meat, poultry and processed egg
products.
You would think that the person in charge of an agency whose mission
is to protect your right to safe food would be someone with an independent scientific background.
You’d think. But Trump has just tapped a scientist with a long history
of looking out for the interests of corporations—like meat and pharmaceutical industry giants Cargill, Merck and Perdue—for the position of under secretary of the FSIS.
There’s already reason to suspect that the FSIS isn’t protecting your
meat. A recent report by Consumer Reports raised questions about
drug residue contamination in meat and poultry after its analysis of
residue testing conducted by the FSIS revealed alarming levels of multiple drugs, including some that are strictly prohibited in meat production. Instead of shutting down offending meat producers and
warning consumers about what the agency’s testing found, FSIS officials accused Consumer Reports of getting it wrong. But Consumer
Reports stands by its work, as outlined in this letter to the USDA.
The last thing we need are more industrial meat cheerleaders in charge
of food safety. Take Action: orgcns.org/2xYnqO7
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Swimming in Circles
At age 17, Paul Molyneaux left home and got a job in commercial fishing.
By the late 1980s, he was running a fish processing plant for the Passamaquoddy Tribe in Eastport, Maine, on Cobscook Bay. That was about
the same time there was a sudden push to do salmon farming in the bay.
In a recent interview with Dr. Mercola,
Molyneaux said: “The way the promoters—
at the time, a company called Ocean Products—sold it to us was [by] saying, ‘You
can become farmers of the sea. You can
start giving back to the ocean.’ We bought
it hook, line and sinker … Last summer,
there were about six of us standing on
the dock in Eastport, saying, ‘Geez, we
thought this was going to be great.’”
It wasn’t great. Local fisheries dwindled. In the late 1990s, infectious
salmon anemia virus spread like wildfire among the salmon pens in
Cobscook Bay, wiping out the fishery as 2 million fish had to be discarded overnight.
Molyneaux, author of “Swimming in Circles: “Aquaculture and the End
of Wild Oceans,” says one of the best things consumers can do is locate
a local community-supported fishery.
“What I would say to consumers is, ‘If you want to eat healthy, expect to
pay more.’ You’re better off to pay $15 per pound for a Bristol Bay sockeye
than $7 per pound for a Chilean farmed salmon. You’re better off eating
one meal of sockeye than two meals of farmed fish.”
You can also buy wild-caught fish online. Scroll to the end of this article
for a list of online sources of wild-caught fish.
Meanwhile, two companies are trying to build huge land-based salmon
farms on the Penobscott Bay, in Maine. One of those farms, proposed
by Norway-based Nordic Aquafarms, would clear 40 acres of forest to
build what amounts to an experimental project—there are currently
no salmon farms of this size in operation anywhere in the world. OCA
is working with Local Citizens for Smart Growth to try to prevent the
projects from going forward.

Power Play
Would you like your local government to ban Monsanto’s carcinogenic
Roundup herbicide?
Your local government has had that power since 1991, when the Supreme
Court ruled that state and local governments have the right to enact
their own laws governing the manufacture, sale and use of pesticides,
even if those laws are stronger and more restrictive than existing federal
law. Ever since, Monsanto has been pressuring Congress to strip local
governments of that right.
Monsanto wants Congress to strip your community of the right to ban
toxic pesticides. How? By using the new Farm Bill to change federal
regulations.
Only Alaska, Hawaii, Maine, Maryland, Nevada, Utah and Vermont
still let local governments regulate pesticides. But that’s seven states
too many for Monsanto. Plus, the Biotech Bully is worried that number
could grow if more states were to pass laws restoring local control over
pesticides. Take Action: orgcns.org/2ngWMtU
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